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enquanto espagos de negociacdo, que funcionaram como lugares de emancipagao
e empoderamento, mas igualmente como promotores de exclusdes, silenciamen-
tos e reiteracdo de subalternidades.

Porém, o grande valor do volume prende-se com a forma convincente com
que prova a pertinéncia da andlise de questdes de identidade sexual na investiga-
¢do sobre as exposi¢des. Nesse sentido, é de notar como o volume visibiliza estu-
dos feministas anteriores sobre o tema, reclamando-os para os debates alargados
sobre as exposi¢Oes. Ao referir as suas préprias lacunas e delinear novos paradig-
mas, o volume aponta caminhos a percorrer, incentivando investigadores/as a
explorar outras geografias que possam contribuir para conhecimentos mais siste-
matizados sobre a forma como a narrativa triunfante da modernidade é estrutu-
rada por construgdes de identidade sexual e como as mulheres, além de serem
parte da narrativa da exposi¢do universal, também participaram na escrita dessa
narrativa. O volume incita assim a realiza¢do de mais estudos sobre a época abor-
dada, bem como a exploragdo de questdes de identidade sexual que vdo para além
da categoria mulher. Convida também a investigagdo sobre o periodo ausente do
volume, nomeadamente a ordem mundial p6s-1945, quando os alicerces ideol6gi-
cos subjacentes a grande parte das exposi¢des analisadas no volume, o poder colo-
nial ocidental, sdo repudiados pelos povos colonizados, e se assiste a importantes
transformacoes na situacgdo social das mulheres.

A New History of Iberian Feminisms, editado por Silvia Bermtidez e Roberta
Johnson. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2018, 544 pp.

Macarena Garcia-Avello

Universidade de Cantdbria, Espanha

While most of the literature on women'’s studies considers feminist move-
ments in Spain and Portugal separately, Silvia Bermtdez and Roberta Johnson’s A
New History of Iberian Feminisms (2018) offers a comprehensive history of feminist
activity and writing from the eighteenth century to the present day in all areas of
the Iberian peninsula. This collection of thirty-six essays traces women’s long path
towards the achievement of full citizenship, focusing on how feminist activity has
evolved in the different regions of Spain and Portugal and the numerous ways in
which this activity has been incorporated into Peninsular feminist networks as a
whole. In this regard, the book represents an invaluable approach to the study of
feminisms defined by their pluralism.
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One of the volume’s greatest virtues is the periodization system. The book is
neatly structured into six time periods, each corresponding to a different stage in
feminist activity and writing. In order to guide the reader, the six chronological
segments are preceded by an overview of the historical context. This research
incorporates a thoroughly documented theoretical foundation that sheds light on
the multiple interactions between women’s activity and political history in both
Spain and Portugal. On the other hand, each chapter pays careful attention to
women’s contributions to the debates during each time period, in particular
regions through rigorous and solid analyses of non-fiction writings, particularly
through essays. By feminist writing, the authors broadly refer to «writing that
seeks to uncover the individual and social mechanisms that constrain women’s
lives and/or writing that proposes alternatives to social, political, or individual
circumstances that foster inequality between men and women» (p. 6).

Since the Enlightenment is considered to be the starting point for a feminist
consciousness, the book opens with the eighteenth century, which is exhaustively
examined in the articles from the section «Iberian Feminism in the Age of the
Enlightenment». The second time period that is explored, «The Long Nineteenth
Century», spans from the nineteenth century until 1920. Rather than an organized
movement, Iberian feminism up to that time is represented as revolving around
figures like Concepcién Arenal, Emilia Pardo Bazan, Carmen de Burgos, Anténia
Gertrudes Pusich and Francisca de Assis Martins Wood, among others. Neverthe-
less, the increasing recognition of women’s rights during the Republican period
promoted projects of emancipation and the emergence of what could be deemed
as «first wave Iberian feminism». The research included in the third part titled,
«The Iberian Feminist Movements Gain Strength under the Republics, 1920-1939»,
demonstrates the significance of a militant feminism that was suspended with the
coup d’états in Portugal and Spain. However, while the dictatorships of Anténio
de Oliveira Salazar and Francisco Franco led to the imposition of feminine roles
strongly influenced by Catholicism and traditional values, the collection of works
gathered within section four delve into the subtle ways in which women managed
to subvert dominant discourses through their narratives.

The last two chronological segments stretch from the early democratic era up
to the most recent period. Since the ending of the dictatorial period that marked
important developments in the liberation of women in Spain and Portugal, the
struggle for equal rights has gone through several different stages. These chapters
provide a thorough exploration of the current state of affairs regarding contempo-
rary feminisms, which, according to the authors, are «largely the fruit of a genera-
tion that, we could say, discovered for themselves the experience of politics and
felt the enthusiasm and power that came from collectively taking the initiative in
the public realm, in such a way that (as some of those involved have commented)
political action even turned out to be fun: a courageous generation with a power-
ful will to action and remarkable confidence in their ability to redesign the public
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sphere» (p. 400). More specifically, throughout the past decades, feminist debates
have been determined by the equality/different exchanges in Spain, the increasing
presence of the Instituto de la Mujer, the National Plans for Equality in Portugal,
government institutions dedicated to womens rights, and more recently, by infor-
mation technology and development and the inclusion of LGBT groups, immi-
grant women and other dimensions of subjectivities. The final section of the book
portrays contemporary feminisms as mainly concerned with four central issues:
domestic violence; abortion rights; gender equality; and lesbian and queer
identity.

All contributions are committed to go beyond national boundaries in order to
demonstrate that it is possible to talk about Iberian feminisms. Nevertheless, the
extent of the research and its broad content may be responsible for the fact that
Portuguese, Castilian, Catalonian, Galician and Basque feminisms remain the
center of attention, while women’s movements in other geographical areas, like
Asturias and Andalucia, are not discussed in sufficient depth. On the other hand,
the section entitled «Iberian Feminisms’ Diversity: 1996 to the Present» discusses
the current influence of virtual communities in the dissemination of feminist prac-
tices, but fails to reflect critically on theories concerning transnational approaches.
While recognizing that no approach can be all-inclusive, the authors state that
their goal was «to complicate the standard histories of Iberian feminism by brin-
ging this diverse production into focus and understanding its contribution to a
complex web of feminist interactions from the eighteenth century [...] to the pre-
sent» (p. 7). Their contribution most certainly meets this objective, as evinced by
the insightful collection of essays included in the book.

It is worth noting how the eighteenth-century feminist writings, the nine-
teenth-century projects of emancipation, the first and second wave and, ultimately,
contemporary Iberian feminisms are intricately woven together. Despite being
characterized as a multilingual and culturally diverse geographical space compri-
sed by a wide range of regions, the book highlights the presence of feminist net-
works, along with the existence of certain common elements, including the
influence of the Roman Catholic tradition and the transatlantic dimension promo-
ted through contacts with Latin America. The volume’s most innovative aspect
and its main contribution is that feminist activities in these regions are systemati-
cally considered in order to be integrated into Peninsular feminist networks as a
whole. All in all, the authors have compiled a collection of essays that provides a
comprehensive approach to feminist activity connecting different territories and
various time periods. Besides offering a pleasant reading experience, this collec-
tion offers a point of departure for further research on plural Iberian feminisms.
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